THE DANBY ADMINISTRATION
Parliament met in October all sections were united in the
demand for peace with Holland and the end of the alliance
with France. Vehement opponents demanded the overthrow
of the Ministry. But by this date the Cabal was already
splintering into its original elements. It had held together
upon the principle of toleration for Catholics and Dissenters.
Now Parliament deliberately rejected, and, indeed, reversed,
this policy. Clifford, himself almost certainly a Catholic,
finally wrecked the Cabal by his refusal to take the Test,
and he retired to his estates to die so swiftly that men spoke
of suicide or a broken heart. Arlington became Lord
Chamberlain and passed out of power into Court life and the
pursuit of wealth and security. Ashley, soon to succeed
to the earldom of Shaftesbury, and Buckingham made terms
with the Whig Opposition, from whom, as Puritans, they had
originally come. Henceforward they led the assault upon
the King, for whose misguided policy they had been partly
responsible. Lauderdale, the first to be assailed, alone survived
to continue his skilful maltreatment of Scotland.
A new scene, and, indeed, a new era, now opened. The
man upon whom the King began increasingly to rely was
Sir Thomas Osborne, who had been made a baron and had
succeeded Clifford as Lord Treasurer in June 1673. A year
later he was created Earl of Danby, the one of his five titles
best-known to history. Sprung from a Yorkshire family
faithfully Cavalier, Danby had a large, though highly critical,
following in the House of Commons. More than most
statesmen of this period he had a sense of England as a
personality. He was in many ways a typical ' John Bull.'
Equally averse from Catholics and Dissenters, he sought to
rally the nation to the throne upon the old Royalist cry of
" Church and King." He set himself to manage the House
of Commons, not only by a policy generally agreeable to
them, but by pretty bold corruption of individual members
such as was afterwards perfected by Sir Robert Walpole.
Although the King differed from Danby both on the French
alliance and the Catholic succession, he leaned upon him, and
already felt the need of an organized following, besides the
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